Soldier Biographies Project: What to include and how to guide(
Soldiers from the First and Second World Wars are heroes that as a country we pay tribute to on Remembrance Day for their brave sacrifices for our freedom.  However, is one day truly enough?  We pay tribute to these men and women as elite members of our society; we lump them in in one group.  Is this enough? These people were individuals with lives and families before they were called to serve for King and Country.  

This is why it is important to do soldier biographies.  The name of a soldier becomes not just a name, but a person whose life was lost is found once again through new eyes.  We pay homage to them by learning and show others that it is important not just to remember fallen soldiers as a group but as individuals as well. 
Getting started
Soldier files sent from the Library and Archives of Canada can often be very difficult to read and interpret.  The copies are faded and written in cursive.  Often there is a lack of information to go on and therefore it becomes difficult to know how to proceed.  Below is a guide of steps to follow on your quest to resurrect meaning for your soldiers’ lives.  
1.  Read through your file several times and become familiar with the information in the folder.  Often it is your familiarity with a file that will allow you to find the information and clues you are looking for.  It is also a good idea to have paper and pen handy to copy down the information in print.

2.  The top pieces of information you should be looking for: Name, regimental number, and the name of the company he served with.  For example: Johnny Majensky, 166337, CEF, 66th Battalion.  It is also important to figure out what date he died.  
3. From here, you will need to do a Google search for your soldier.  Often the Commonwealth Graves Commission will have where his head-stone is located.  Ancestry.ca can have free information and other various websites.  The top website you will need is the Canadian War Diaries website.  Here when you type in the year he died and the name of his company you should be able to find out how he died and in what battle.  The website is:  http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/archivianet/02015202_e.html
4. There are a number of things you could put together for this project.  Here are the things you need to include in order to make your poster presentation of your soldier a success:

a.  Name and a description of the soldier:  You may not have a photo but you could write a small paragraph using the description from the file.  Physical, marriage status ect.  Name of his next of kin and where he signed up.
b. Military service:  what was his rank, job, and how long was he in the military?  Find information on what his positions job entailed.  For example, if he was a gunner then what was his role in the military?  How much did he get paid.

c. Additional information of the soldier: Any interesting information about the soldier, medical history ect.

d. Where he died and when: Once you have figured out what date your soldier died and where then you can find out information on the details of the battle.  Include when the battle was, casualties, why it was fought and where, how ect.  For example if it was the third battle of Ypres then tell us about it.  

e. Pictures of documents ect.

f. Anything extra you would like to add.  For example, you could do a drawing if you are artistic of what you think he would look like.  You could write a poem about his battle, compose a song, write a journal from his POV, how he felt ect.  

Lastly put it all together in an organized way on a three-fold Bristol board.  We will be having a soldier fair in June which is only a few weeks away.  When I have a date I will let you know.  

Helpful Websites

1.  http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/first-world-war-1914-1918-cef/Pages/canadian-expeditionary-force.aspx
