Soldier Research Project – Using Evidence
 

1. Primary source research - access the attestation papers (p. 1 and p. 2) at the Canadian Soldiers of the First World War site below. Fill in the two templates:

a) Service Personnel Information sheet

b) Military Service Record
c) Abbreviations for decoding the files
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/Pages/military-abbreviations.aspx 
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/first-world-war-1914-1918-cef/Pages/search.aspx 

Note: Don’t forget that you will need your military abbreviations sheet to decode some of the information.

2. Secondary source research - Go to the site titled: Canadian Virtual War Memorial. 
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial 

Add any new information to your research templates. It is very important to note the Battalion number (i.e. 26th Battalion). It is also important to be sure to have the correct date of death.

3. Secondary source research - Go to the Official History of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (compiled by Colonel GWL Nicholson) at the following site. It is a large PDF file so it may take a while to download:

http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/dhh-dhp/his/docs/CEF_e.pdf 

There is a lot of information here so try to get to the pages that you need to discover more about the battle in which your soldier died. If you can’t discover this anywhere, ask me. Now, in Nicholson’s history, go to the pages that describe what your soldier’s battalion was doing days prior to and during his death. This provides more context.

4. Primary source research - Go to the Battalion War Diaries
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/archivianet/02015202_e.html  

Try to understand and record what you can regarding the activities and movements of your soldier’s battalion during the days prior to and the day of the battle in which he died. Sometimes soldiers' names are mentioned and sometimes not. At least you will get a sense of what the soldier’s battalion was doing at the time.

5. Go to Google: to add information and images to your biography. For example, you can look up your soldier’s battalion and see if there are photos and/or information that can be added to the story to provide more context. Remember that even if you don’t find a photo of your soldier or his battalion, you can use other photos of the CEF to depict the life of your soldier. Just be careful to use Canadian (and not New Zealand, British, or Australian photos).

6. Go to the Book of Remembrance site:

http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/books/search 

Search for your soldier. Copy a picture of the page for your biography.

7. The final phase: All of this information is used to create an article, film, power point, Prezi, iMovie on the life of your soldier. 
